Chinese New Year Assembly
1. Good morning. Welcome to our assembly about Chinese New Year.

All: Gong ha fat Choy- Happy New Year!  (shout)

 (Sing song- chorus, then humming-
Gong ha fat choy, welcome New Year, Gong ha fat choy, New year has come;

Play the flute and burn the incense, sing and dance and beat the drum.

2. Most people celebrate New Year on the 1st of January, but Chinese people celebrate on a different day each year.

3. This year, it is today- the 22nd of January. Chinese people celebrate it for 15 days.

4. They have fireworks and coloured lanterns. (show)

5. They have dragon dances. (show)

There’s a brightly coloured dragon swaying down the street,
Stomping and stamping and kicking up its feet.

There’s a multi-coloured dragon-green and gold and red-

Twisting and twirling and shaking its head.

There’s a silky-scaled dragon parading through the town,

Swishing and swooshing and rippling up and down.

There’s a swirling, whirling dragon, weaving to and fro,

Prancing and dancing and putting on a show.

There’s cheering and clapping as the dragon draws near-

A sign of good luck and a happy new year!

6. They eat special foods like fish, dumplings and cakes. (holds up chop sticks)
7. At New Year children are given money in red envelopes. (show)

**************

8. The Chinese call the New Year after different animals. Today is the beginning of the year of the monkey.

9. This is the story of how the years are named after 12 animals.

10. Long ago in China, there once lived 12 animals. There was a rat, an ox, a tiger, a rabbit, a dragon, a snake, a horse, a ram, a monkey, a cockerel, a dog and a pig. (mask children stand up and make noises or movements)

11. The year was ending and the animals began to argue. Each one wanted the New year to be named after it.

Animals argue- making noises

12. The animals made such a noise that the king and his wise daughter heard them.

13. Why are you arguing?  (Chinese dress and fan)

14. I want the New Year to be named after me!

Other animals- So do I

Dog- And me

Pig- me too.

15. You can have a swimming race across this river. The New Year will be named after the winner.

16: OK and make animals noises. (Line up for the race)

17. Ready, steady, go!

Race- ocean drum and blue material
18. The ox took the lead. The sly rat climbed up his tail, onto his back. When the ox was near the bank the rat jumped over his head onto the grass.

19. Lucy: I am the winner!

20. The New Year was named after the rat.

21. The princess felt sorry for the other animals so she said the next 11 years can be named after the others.

22. If you want to know which animal year you were born in you can look at a Chinese calendar.
23. I was born in a tiger year. I am honest and clever.
24. I was born in an ox year. I am strong and happy.
25. Hands together, eyes closed-

Dear God,

Thank you for making so many wonderful animals.

Amen.

