
Checking sums by adding in a different order. 
 
Ê  Add these in your head. 
 
1 + 2 + 3 + 4 =   4 + 3 + 2 + 1 =   
 
2 + 4 + 1 + 3 =   3 + 1 + 4 + 2 =   
 
It doesn’t matter what order we add in, so we can check 
our answers by adding in a different order! 
 
Ë  5 + 1 + 5 = 
 
Check you were right by adding in a different order. 
 
Ì  What order did you check it in? 
 
   +           +          = 11 
 
 
Í  What is the sum of these numbers? 
 
10, 4, 5, 1, 10, 6   
 
Add them in a different order to check. Were you right? 
 
Î  Add these, choosing the ‘friendly’ numbers first. 
 
10, 5, 4, 9, 15 



Checking sums by adding in a different order. 
 
Ê  Add these in your head. 
 
5 + 6 + 7 + 8 =   8 + 7 + 6 + 5 =   
 
6 + 8 + 5 + 7 =   7 + 5 + 8 + 6 =   
 
It doesn’t matter what order we add in, so we can check 
our answers by adding in a different order! 
 
Ë  24 + 3 + 10 = 
 
Check you were right by adding in a different order. 
 
Ì  What order did you check it in? 
 
   +           +          =  
 
 
Í  What is the sum of these numbers? 
 
20, 14, 5, 1, 10, 16   
 
Add them in a different order to check. Were you right? 
 
Î  Add these, choosing the ‘friendly’ numbers first. 
 
50, 10, 14, 9, 25 



Checking sums by adding in a different order. 
 
1. !! + !! + ! = 
 
2. ! + !! + !! =  
 
3. !! + ! + !! =  
 
 
We can add in any order! 
 
4. """ + "" + """" + """ =  
 
5.        3    +    2   +       4       +     3    = 
 
6.        2    +    3   +       3       +     4   = 
 
7. Add these in your head. 
 
1, 2, 3     3, 2, 1 
 
 
2, 3, 4     4, 3, 2 
 
8. Add these in your head. 
 
6 + 2 + 2 + 1 =    Add in a different order. 
 
Were you right? 


