Year 6: Worship and Community

	About the unit

This unit begins with the children’s perspective on what it is worship and how it is important to any faith community. It then moves on to specifically looking at Judaism, which is covered in earlier years and then comparing this with Christian worship in two different denominations; one based on ritual (Catholicism or Anglican) and one less formal (Pentecostal or Baptist).

It also looks at how a sense of community is built by believers of these faiths and again compares them.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Vocabulary

Judaism    synagogue     Torah    kippah     talith     rabbi     ark     

 Catholicism     mass    priest     Bible        rosary       

Pentecostal        praise        Communion          

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Expectations

At the end of this unit

Most children will:  be able to describe the style of worship in Judaism and two Christian faiths. They will be able to describe similarities and differences in attitudes to God and the services as well as the style of worship.

They will be able to compare the faith communities of these faiths.

Some children will not have

made so much progress.   They will be able to describe some similarities and differences between the three faiths in terms of worship.

Some children will have 

progressed further and will   be able to describe in detail the way that worship and community are linked in terms of faith and discuss similarities and differences in terms of the way worship is viewed in relation to attitudes to God.




	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Children should learn…
	POSSIBLE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

	· That worship is a way for a believer to express feelings of thanks, reverence and joy to God.


	Discuss the word worship – possibly look up in a dictionary and discuss how people with faith might choose to express this – singing, clapping, shouting out prayers of thanks.

Look in Bible where it talks of worship. (Psalm 95, Psalm 100: 2,) 



	· That Jews worship in a way that demonstrates their faith.
	 Revise what the children remember of the Jewish faith. There are two big books of Jewish faith.  Look at pictures of Jews worshipping in a synagogue. Point out the items of clothing to show respect – prayer shawl and cap, the procession of the Torah from the Ark. 

Look at a short excerpt from Aspects of Judaism – most of the service concentrates on the reading of the Torah – significance of the scriptures.

	· That Catholics worship in a way that demonstrates their faith.
	See if the children know anything about Catholicism. Look at rosary and crucifix – significance of Christ crucified.

Children could compose questions to ask a Catholic or research on dress, music, and the place of Bible in a Catholic Mass. (HB?)



	· That there are other Christian denominations, which worship in a way that demonstrates their faith.


	As above – look at Psalm 33: 2,3, Psalm 47:1, Psalm 98:4-6. Discuss that some denominations choose to express worship in this way – loudly! 

Discuss the lack of ritual, dress code, and formality. Read the Last Supper – a simple meal among friends. Some faiths see Communion like that. 



	· That there are similarities and differences in styles of worship across faiths.
	Group the worship in terms of dress, attitude to God, use of Bible, music.

Discuss the fact that there are more links between ‘High Church’ and Judaism then there are between the two Christian denominations.




	LEARNING OUTCOMES

Children should be able to
	POINTS TO NOTE

	· Give a definition for worship in terms of expressing feelings to God.
	

	· Describe Jewish worship and how it links to their view of God. 
	Jews never write the word God as they see it as disrespectful. A Jewish author would put G*d.

	· Describe Catholic worship and how it links to their view of God.
	Not so long ago some very strict Catholic churches held mass in Latin (‘It’s purest form’) and the priest faced the altar for the entire mass.



	· Describe worship in another Christian denomination and how it links to their view of God.
	Salvation Army is another good faith to look at as they see their role in the community as a high priority but they don’t have any form of Communion.


