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	Learning Objective
	N.C.

Links
	Activity

(Differentiation in italics)
	Resources
	Assessment

	Children will learn:

To use a wide range of information sources to research life in Mexico today.

To be able to discuss the food that was consumed in Aztec times.  

To understand how lack of resources caused the Aztecs to seek tribute.

To research using a range of texts; to understand how central warfare was to Aztec society.
hi36 Identify and describe reasons for and results of historical events, situations and changes

hi43 Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways

	History
Art
Literacy

Music

ICT

P.E
	Lesson 5 and 6:

Lesson 1:
Whole class intro showing children a selection of Mexican food items. Ask if anyone can identify where these foods originate from. Re- cap on Mexico and locate on the map again. Taste each food item one at a time, look at the item and describe first writing key words on board to describe appearance, texture etc… Describe the taste of each of the foods. After each food is tasted children complete a page in a tastes of Mexico booklet Children use the words from our introduction to help them.
Lesson 2:
Paying Tribute. Consider the disadvantages of living in a city in a lake - lack of food, cloth, paper, salt, animal products, copper, dye. Discuss possible solutions to the problem, then look at how the Aztecs solved it by threatening neighbours and demanding tribute.

Comprehension sheets on two ability levels.

Worksheet: Tribute.

Warfare. Explain how important warfare was to the Aztecs. Look at the stages a boy went through before he could become a soldier; the weapons and clothing that were used; how war would be declared on another city; the reasons for declaring war (tribute and slaves).

Comprehension sheet on three levels, involving research from one, two or three texts.

Worksheets: Weapons. Dress the Warrior.               


	Variety of Mexican food
Ready prepared booklets containing prepared food sheets, comprehension sheet, warfare sheet.

	Can Children:
Can the children describe the characteristics of Mexican food?

	Children will learn:
to see the importance of a group or team plan, and the value of pooling ideas 

to improve their performance by changing or adapting their approaches as needed
oa27 Identify what they do well as individuals and as a group

Pc33 Reflect on and evaluate their own experiences and set personal goals
oa24 Work cooperatively to put strategies and solutions into action

Pc35 Identify the skills they need to develop to make their contribution in the future

	
	Lesson 1:

Help the children to be clear about expected outcomes. Encourage them to change their plans as necessary. 

Help them to review their performance as they work through a task, asking a range of questions, eg How do they make sure that everyone gets a chance to contribute, plan and lead? Do they understand the roles and responsibilities (who is doing what, where and when)? Are they making progress with solving the problem?

Help them to identify strategies and skills that have worked well. Encourage them to recognise different approaches to solving a problem. Help them to recognise when how strong or tired they are feeling at a particular time has changed the way they approach a challenge.
Lesson 2:

Task 2: physical challenge and problem-solving activities

Take part in a range of activities that involve working with, and trusting, others in your class. The teacher suggests activities, such as:

one person who can see leading their blindfolded partner over difficult ground (this might include obstacles), or helping their partner to carry out some simple tasks

one person who can see, but is not allowed to move, helping a group of blindfolded people to complete a task, eg making a square from a line or rope

a blindfolded group following a ‘night line’ ​– a line or rope around, over or through a safe course
	some special items, eg blindfolds

various PE and other equipment to be used in problem-solving challenges, eg ropes, 
mats, markers, cones

	Can Children:
be clear about what they have to achieve and recognise the importance of planning and thinking as they go

identify what they have done well and adapt plans to be more efficient when facing similar challenges

	Children will learn:
to question and make thoughtful observations about starting points for their work 
to collect visual and other information to help them develop their ideas
to make experimental pieces of artwork and investigate the effects of different techniques

ar23 Explore ideas and collect information to develop their work

ar24 Use their knowledge and understanding of materials and techniques to communicate ideas and meanings

ar26 Adapt and improve their own and others’ work, beginning to realise intentions
	Art

History

ICT
	Look at patterns and shapes around school and collect examples in sketch books.  Re-create abstract images on fabrics using paints

Using work produced in sketch books, re-create images in a n abstract form by gluing pieces of fabric together to create a layering effect.
	Material Paints
	Can Children:
Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points for their work?

Collect visual and other information to help them develop their ideas?

Successfully transfer a pattern onto fabric?

	Children will learn:
to extend their control and understanding of pitch
mu38 Perform, maintaining their own part with awareness of how different parts fit together to achieve an overall effect

mu42 Suggest improvements to their own and each others’ work

mu43 Describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of music using appropriate vocabulary


	Music

	Ask the children to sing up and down eight-note scales, eg C to C, or five-note (pentatonic) scales, eg C D E G A. Half the class sing the first note of the scale and hold it as a drone while the other half sing slowly up the scale to the sound ‘oo’. Ask children to listen to the effect. Swap over. Ask the children to sing rounds and part songs. Ask them to listen to how their part fits with others. Using a simple backing, eg one-note chord accompaniment on a keyboard, ask the children to improvise sung phrases.

Continue to use songs written in staff notation. Remind the children constantly how the notes reflect how the voice goes higher and lower. Use the top number of the time signature to say how many counts or claps should be made before they sing. Point out the different notes highlighting the long (two-beat minims[image: image1.png]


) and the very long notes (four-beat semibreves[image: image2.png]


), the short (half-beat quavers[image: image3.png]


) and very short (quarter-beat semiquavers[image: image4.png]


) notes.
Lead children in comparing instruments with each other: which are played the same way? Which sound similar? Which is the loudest? Deepest sound? Etc. Show video and lead discussion about types of Aztec wind instruments. (See Music in Aztec and Inca Territory for description of instruments.)
	Natural and recycled materials including gourds, clay, for making wind instruments. Paints and markers, for decorating instruments. Music of Latin America, videocassette (see Bibliography).
	Children can:
sing songs in tune and with awareness of 
other parts

sing songs using staff notation as a support


IWB = Interactive White Board

DC = Digital Camera

K= Kinaesthetic
V= Visual
A= Audio


