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-to identify the science fiction as a  genre and understand what it is.
-to make predictions about a book based on the cover, blurb and preface.

· Look at the cover, read the blurb and preface, discuss what kind of book or genre this is. Identify as Science fiction. What is science fiction? Can the children give any other examples? Which books have we got on our bookshelf which would also be seen a science fiction? 

What could the book could be about? Ask children to back up their ideas with what they have already seen and read. Why is their a preface? What is its purpose? Do all books have prefaces?

-to describe characters using information from the text


-to understand how an author sets the scene

· Read Chapters 1 and 2 as a group. Recap on the events that happen in these chapters. Ask the children to record in their reading journals the names of the characters in the story so far and what they know about them, make sure that they look back in the text to find evidence in what they’ve read. Ask each child to say something about one of the characters and show the rest of the group where they got this information from. Discuss the setting with the children; how does the author introduce the setting? –through the action i.e. the crash landing. Ask them to reread chapter 2 to themselves and then list what they know about the planet so far.

-to read aloud using punctuation to aid phrasing and expression.
· Explain to the group that the main focus of the session will be thinking about reading aloud and what we do to make this interesting. Ask the children what there is in texts to help us phrase things correctly and use the correct expression- identify punctuation. Look at different types of punctuation with the children and discuss how each one might effect the way we read something. Give each child a page from Chapter 3 to read through on their own and then prepare to read aloud to the group. Children take turns to read their pages in sequence. Go on reading as a group until the end of chapter 4 then recap on what has happened in chapters 2 and 4.
-to express opinions about the books they have read.

· Read Chapters 5 and 6 together. Explain to the children that they are going to complete a book review sheet to express their opinions about the book. Give out the sheets and look at them together- stress the importance of backing up our opinions with examples or reasons- give an example of this. Let the children have time to complete their reviews. Discuss the book as a group with the children referring to their work. Take a vote at the end to decide as a group whether to recommend this book to other children or not.
