Voices in the Park
Front cover:
What can you see?

What time of year is it?

Who can you see?

Why are they there?

What are they talking about?

What might the ‘voices’ be?

What might they sound like?

Who could they belong to?

What are you experiences of the park?

What do you know about the author?

P1:
Why is there a title?

What does it mean?

What do you think of the house?

Would you like to live there?

Why was it ‘time’ for a walk?

Discuss ‘pedigree’. 

Where will they go?

Who’s narrating?

P2:
What can you see?

Whose feet are they?

What is the difference between the two dogs?

Talk about the trees…

What sort of person will the ‘gorilla’ be?

What does the position of the dog’s tail tell you?

Why did she wait until they got to the park to let the dog off of the lead?

Discuss mongrel.

Why is it scruffy?

How do you think she feels about the mongrel?

How would he have ‘bothered’ Vincent?

How did she ‘shoo’ it away, and why?

P3:
What sort of voice would she use to ‘order the dog to go away’? 

Why did it take no notice?

What is interesting about how Charles and his Mother are sitting?

What is your experience of dogs?

P4:
What do you see?

Talk about the trees and the shadows.

What do you think Mr Gorilla does for a living?

Why is she standing?

Where do you think Charles has gone?

P5:
What does she mean by ‘frightful’ types?

How do you imagine her voice to be? Try calling ‘Charles’ in her voice.

P6-7:
What is her opinion of other people? 

How could a child be ‘rough’ looking? Describe them.

Why did they walk home in silence?

What is the significance of the leaves?

P8-9:
What do the titles tell you about how the book is set out?

Do you recognise him?

How do you think he’s feeling?

What tells you this?

Why does he need to ‘get out’ of the house?

When do you feel like that? Where do you go?

What do you think the differences between Smudge and Charlie are? 

How do the two neighbourhoods differ?

P10-11:
Why does he love it?

Why hasn’t he got the energy?

Where does the dog go straight to?

Why do dogs do that?

P12-13:
Why is he looking in the paper for jobs?

Why is it a waste of time?

What does it mean to have ‘hope’?

What else could he do to find a job?

What do you think she ‘chattered’ about?

How does p13 differ from page p9?

P14:
Why is the title ‘Third voice’?

Why is he bored?

What could he do?

Do you think he has got siblings?

Where will they go for a walk? 

Who will he meet?

P15:
How does he see things differently from the characters so far in the book?
Why wasn’t he having a great time?

Who does the shadow belong to?

P16-17:
Why has the author written ‘d’you’ instead of ‘do you’?

Why did he think it was unfortunate that it was a girl?

Would you feel like that?

What helped her to go fast on the slide? 

P18-19:
What can you see?

How do old friends act?

What time of year do you think it is?

How are the children different from the adults you have met so far?

P20-21:
Why do you think he wanted to show her how to climb trees?

Why do you think she is called Smudge?

Why does the author use ‘caught’?

What does this suggest about what he is and isn’t allowed to do?

P22-23:
Why is her Dad fed up?

Why is Albert eager to be let off his lead?

Why did Albert ‘sniff his bum’?

Why was the owner angry?

Look carefully at the illustrations, what can you see?

P24-25:
What is a wimp?

Why did she think he was a wimp?

Do you think this is a fair assumption?

Should you make assumptions like this?

Why do you think he wasn’t friendly straight away?
What did they do later on?
P26-27:
Why did they burst out laughing?

What does this tell you about them?

How does your body feel when you are really happy?

What makes you feel like this?

28-29:
Why did he give her a flower?

Why did he look sad?

Who makes him feel sad? Why?

Who makes him feel happy? Why?

P30:
How are their lives different?

Which life do you relate to? Why?

Why is the book written using ‘different’ voices?

How does it help you understand the characters?

How does if differ from the way other books are written?

