Guided Reading Ideas – Mrs Rothery
Set up

· My class is usually divided into 4 or 5 groups, set according to their reading levels

· Each group is given their own text (each student within the group has a copy of that text)

· Text can include Guided Reading books, newspaper clippings, cartoon strips, advertisements, poetry, brochures, fact sheets, visual texts, school newsletter, website or any other text. Texts are suited to the reading level of the Guided Reading group.

· The group work with the same text for a week or two.

· I spend one block with each group during this time where I read/discuss the text with the students. Other students need to have tasks set so they can work without teacher assistance. 

· On whiteboard I have a section for Guided Reading where I have tasks written for each group, and as each group progresses through their particular text, I add the tasks, creating a list (to cater for the different speed of workers). Students automatically know what is expected of them and can work independently whilst I work with a particular group. 

· I have each Guided Reading group working/sitting together, so they can discuss problems and help each other.

· At the beginning of each lesson, I talk to the whole class and remind them what their tasks are and clarify any issues. Then I split them up and work with individual groups.

· I try to have a focus for each block of Guided Reading  that is a class focus and set the whole class a task relating to that focus that is linked to each groups own book. For instance, if I need to work on Narratives, as part of Guided Reading, each group will need to write a narrative linked to their text. This means that some lessons the class works as a whole on narratives prior to them doing their group tasks. 

Reading With A Group
· Before Reading
· Read title to students and show them the cover

· Ask students who the author and illustrator (or photographer is) and what they do
· Ask them to predict what the story is about/what genre the story is

· Give a brief summary of the book to spark their interest (read blurb on the back)
· Find out from students what they already know about the topic of the book
· Picture Walk - go through all the pictures in the book without reading and ask students to tell what they think the text would be about

· Read the book with the students 

· Discuss the text on each page and how it matches the pictures

· Show students full stops, spaces, capitals, possessive apostrophe, commas, paragraphs, spaces between words, ‘I’, quotation marks
· Pick a focus to highlight when reading with students such as contractions (do not/don’t) syllables, speech bubbles, plurals, abbreviations, past and present tense, silent letters

· Show students how to sound out words, use pictures, read on ahead, re-reading, chunking words, seeing if guessed word makes sense to help with reading etc

· Show and discuss any diagrams, pictures with labels, titles, contents pages, glossary, index
· Predict partway through the text what could happen in the rest of the story
· After reading have a discussion with students to check comprehension (or write questions and let students answer in literacy book). Examples of questions could include:
· What was the book about?

· What genre was the book? (Information Text, Recount, Narrative, Procedure, Exposition)

· What does ‘…’ mean (select words from the text)?

· What does it mean when the text says ……?

· Where did the story take place? Describe the setting of the story
· Describe the main character or characters of the text

· What were the main events in the story?

· What was the main problem in the story?

· How was the main problem solved in the story?

· Did the story remind you of other stories?

· What was the message the book was trying to give you?

· Ask here, hidden and head questions

Guided Reading tasks – list of ideas of things you could set as tasks relating to Guided Reading texts

· Use a dictionary to find meanings to difficult words in the text

· Write definitions or sentences for particular words within the text
· Write down facts about sections, things or ideas within a text

· See if text has questions to discuss (i.e. in the back of some books, there are quizzes etc.)

· Students work in pairs to design questions linked to the text for other students to answer

· If using Guided Reading pack, check out any resources that may already be in the pack
· Students can read text individually, with a partner or to their reading group

· Read the text to younger students

· Encourage students to read the text with lots of expression (even exaggerated expression)

· Rewrite text in own words, possibly using new characters or different setting
· Change the storyline and write a comical story similar to the actual text

· Create a comic strip related to the text

· Draw six pictures that show the sequence of the story

· Predict what could happen to characters in the future 
· Write a different ending to the story

· Write a book review 

· Research the author of the text

· Write a character profile 
· Do persuasive writing activity linked to the text

· Create a newspaper article linked to the text

· Do an information report or explanation linked to something within the text

· Create a PowerPoint presentation linked to the topic of the text

· Write a procedure linked to an aspect of the text

· Have a debate about an issue raised in the text

· Create a cloze activity 

· Retype sentences and cut out for students to put back together
· Make a timeline of the story

· Write down all the nouns, verbs or adjectives in the book

· Write down adjectives in the book and next to them write the antonyms or synonyms
· Look at blends within story and list more words with same blend (CH, SH, FR)

· Find and discuss compound words in the story and discuss other compound words.
· Create a comprehension sheet linked to the text. Use here, hidden and head questions
· Design a new book cover for the book (could even create a new title)
· Draw a picture to describe the story or a particular page of the story

· Draw a diagram that may be related to the book (i.e. labelled diagram of an insect)

· Design a poster relating to the topic of the text
· Write down favourite sentence within the story and draw a picture to go with that sentence

· Write different forms of poetry relating to the text
· Make a ‘Can You Find a Word’ worksheet where kids find a short word, long word, word with four letters etc and write these in their literacy book or discuss with each other or with teacher
· Make a Word Search with words from the story

· Create spelling list from the text

· Make a bookmark to advertise the text
· Create a play linked to the text
· Use a table such as ‘graphic organiser’ to detail information about animals or plants etc in information texts (or Venn Diagram)
· Make a book for younger students linked to the text
· Create a piece of art linked to the text

There are so many ideas of things that you could do relating to any text. Link your ideas to your year level, Australian Curriculum requirements, students’ interests, focus for particular terms etc. 

Hope this list helps someone out there in the teaching world.

