Monster in the Mirror

Before you read the book

1. Who is the author of the book? 

2. Who is Doffy Weir? 

3. Name two books by the same author for older readers.
4. In what year was the book first published and by whom?

5. Is there a dedication in the book? 
6. How many chapters are there? 
7. From the blurb on the back cover, who are the three main characters in the story? 

As you read the book

1. What did the animals enjoy doing at the start of the story? 
2. What does the author call their owners? 
3. Page 7.  The author says that “Everybody was happy until one day…” Why do you think she uses the three dots (ellipsis) at the end of the page?

4. How did the people feel about the cat and how do you know? 
5. Which animal doesn’t like the new kitten and why? 
6. At the start of chapter 2 why do the people think the cat is a “real sweetie”? 
7. Why didn’t Muffy bother Stretch? 
8. Name three things that Woffles couldn’t or didn’t do any more. 
9. Which two places in the house did he try to hide? 
10. Why did Stretch eventually help Woffles? 
11. How did Stretch trick Muffy into going into the People’s bedroom? 
12. What scared her so much?  What did Woffles think had scared her? 
13. Why was this ironic? (Funny- sarcastic)  

14. Do you think the events in this story are anything like real life? Explain your answer.

15. Did you enjoy this story? Why?  Explain your answer fully. 
Monster in the Mirror

Before you read the book

1. Who is the author of the book? Jean Ure

2. Who is Doffy Weir? The illustrator

3. Name two books by the same author for older readers. Family Fan Club; The Secret Life of Sally Tomato; Fruit and Nutcase; Becky Bananas, this is Your Life; Skinny Melon and Me.
4. In what year was the book first published and by whom? 2000; Collins

5. Is there a dedication in the book? Yes, For Pat and Muffy (with apologies to Muffy)
6. How many chapters are there? 5
7. From the blurb on the back cover, who are the three main characters in the story? Woffles, Stretch and Muffy

As you read the book
1. What did the animals enjoy doing at the start of the story? Stretching- upwards, downwards and backwards and waffling round the garden and park.

2. What does the author call their owners? Their people
3. Page 7.  The author says that “Everybody was happy until one day…” Why do you think she uses the three dots (ellipsis) at the end of the page? To create suspense/ tension; to make you think what is going to happen that day.
4. How did the people feel about the cat and how do you know? Sorry for it because it had no people of its own and they said “Poor little thing”.
5. Which animal doesn’t like the new kitten and why? Woffles, because it hissed and clawed at him.
6. At the start of chapter 2 why do the people think the cat is a “real sweetie”? Because Muffy doesn’t do any of the bad things to Woffles in front of them.
7. Why didn’t Muffy bother Stretch? Because he warned her, by hissing at her and telling her who was boss; he wasn’t frightened of her.
8. Name three things that Woffles couldn’t or didn’t do any more. Lie on the sofa and snooze; woffle about the garden; wag; play; any of the doggy things he used to do.
9. Which two places in the house did he try to hide? Under the table and between the washer and the fridge.
10. Why did Stretch eventually help Woffles? Because he couldn’t sleep with all the noise going on.
11. How did Stretch trick Muffy into going into the People’s bedroom? Told her there was a monster in there, so she went in to prove she wasn’t scared.
12. What scared her so much? Her reflection in the mirror  What did Woffles think had scared her? An animal like him – his reflection
13. Why was this ironic? (Funny- sarcastic) Because he had been scared of her all along and she ended up being scared of herself; Because it wasn’t him that scared her , but her own reflection.
14. Do you think the events in this story are anything like real life? Explain your answer. Because it’s like when someone new arrives at a school and starts bullying other pupils; they only do it to those who don’t stand up to them; they get them on their own and they never do it in front of an adult.  They only stop doing it when they are shocked out of it – could be a warning or a telling off by an adult, or threat of being excluded.
15. Did you enjoy this story? Why?  Explain your answer fully. OPEN
