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My Mum’s going to explode 
Jeremy Strong

Chapter 1 - August - Mums makes an announcement
1. What month did Mum make the announcement?

2. What was the family doing at this time?

3. Name the characters in this chapter.

4. Draw a picture of Lancelot and write a short description of him. (use page 2 to help you)
5. How did Dad take Mum’s news.  Use page 3 to help.

6. What did Granny THINK Mum had said and why?

7. What age is Nicholas?

8. Write an adverb found on page 7.  (It describes how Dad spoke.)  Write out the sentence.

Chapter 2 - Big Changes
1. The title is called ‘Big Changes’.  What ‘big changes’ do you think might happen in Nicholas’ house?

2. Why was Granny making such a fuss? 

3. What options did Granny and Lancelot have if they were thrown out of the house? (Where could they live??)

4. What is the ADVERB used to describe how Mum watched Dad on page 12?

5. What was Lancelot doing in the garage?

6. Make a list of all the words used to replace ‘said’ in this chapter.

7. Make a list of the adjectives used to describe the motorbike - page 16.
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Chapter 3 -Introducing Imelda
1. In what ways had Mum ‘gone all weird’?

2. In what month is the story now in?
3. Who was Imelda?

4. What did Mum want Dad and Nicholas to do with her?

5. What colour had Imelda’s hair been?

6. How was Dad and Nicholas going to make looking after Imelda fun?
7. Make a list of adjectives used to describe Imelda.

8. Where does Imelda sleep?

9. How do you think Dad and Nicholas will get on babysitting?

10. What did Dad and Nicholas find so funny?

Chapter 4 - All about Frog shortening
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What was Granny’s good news?

2. Who does Nicholas live beside?

3. What job did Lancelot do before he retired?

4. What country did Lancelot have his tattoo done?

5. What other ‘body art’ had Lancelot done?

6. What relationship was Mr Tugg to Lancelot?

7. Where did Granny have her piercing?

8. Find an adverb on ag 28 and write out the sentence.

9. Who was selling the house?

10. What animal did Nicholas think compared to Mrs Throgmorton?

11. Why did they think it was ‘impossible’ for Lancelot to Mr Tugg’s father?

12. Describe Granny’s new house. 
13. Why is the chapter called Frog shortening.

Chapter 5 - November: Big Trouble
1. Why is everyone annoyed with Mum?
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Why did Granny say it was alright for Mum to be feeling this way?

3. List some of the places Nicholas hid the sausages?

4. How did Mum find out about Dad hiding his sausages?

5. Look at page 35 - what do you think the odd smell is?

6. Find an ADVERB on page 35 and write out the sentence.

7. Look at page 36.  What did Mum call Dad?

8. Look at page 37.  What does it mean - Mum looked daggers at her?

9. Where was Granny putting her sausages?

10. Find the TOTAL of Dad’s, Granny’s and Nicholas’ age?

11. How was the problem resolved? How did they sort it out?
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This chapter has lots of different words for ‘said’.  Make a list of them. 
Chapter 6 - Dad plays up

Write a report sheet for Dad and Nicholas when they completed the Baby-care Test.  Remember marks were out of 10!
Set your findings out like this

	
	/10
	Dad
	/10
	Nicholas

	Nappy changing
	1
	He was shocked when he saw the mushy peas, moaned a lot and sellotaped the nappy to her
	8
	He managed much better than Dad

	Bathing
	0
	Dad played submarines with Imelda
	10
	Mum said he did an excellent job

	Changing her clothes
	
	
	
	

	Strapping her into the car
	
	
	
	

	Burping her
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	


1. What made Nicholas realise that everything would be ‘ok’ when the baby came?

2. How do you think Nicholas felt when the ‘baby’ was saying ‘hello?
3. Have you ever felt you brother or sister kicking inside your Mum’s tummy - how did it feel, how did you feel?

4. Why do you think Dad played up in the Baby-care test.

Chapter 7 - December - Surprise, Surprise!
1. Write  diary entry for the day Nicholas went to the hospital with Mum and Dad.

2. What did Mum say being pregnant was like?
3. How do you think Nicholas felt when he saw the baby on the scanning screen.  Use page 51 to help you write about how he felt.

4. Why did Dad faint?

5. How has everyone’s opinions about Mum having a baby changed now?

6. Do you like the way the chapter ends? - Why?

7. Nicholas is feeling happy at the end of the chapter - make a list of ‘happy’ words.

Chapter 8 - February: Dad has a baby

1. What is the simile used to describe Mum on page 58? 
2. How did Mum get her own back on Dad for making fun of her size?

3. How do we know that Dad was upset – pg 60?
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4. Make a list of all the words Dad used to describe how he was feeling?
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5. What does ‘perplexed’ mean?(pg 63) Use a dictionary to help you.

6. Why had Mr and Mrs Thronmorton decided not to sell to house to Gran and Lancelot?

7. In your opinion, what do you think Mr Tugg thinks of Nicolas’ family?

Chapter 9 – March - Dad plays up again
1. In your own words, describe the events that happened the day Dad went to Mum’s exercise class.
2. How does Dad make life interesting in the storey?

3. How did Gran and Lancelot come to find their new house?

4. Design an advert for a business idea of your own.

Chapter 10 - April - B-Day

1. Look at page 77 – Why do you think Dad looked ‘gloomily’ into the kitchen cupboards?
2. Write a newspaper report announcing the dramatic arrival of the twins.
Chapter 11 - Happy Families

Did you like how the story ended – Why?
Complete your book review. 















