The Smallest Horse in the World

Before you read the book
1. What is the author’s favourite food?

2. What kind of music does the illustrator like most?

3. In what year was the book first published and by whom?

4. Where can you find out more about the author?

5. How many chapters are there in the book?

6. Read the blurb on the back cover. Who are the two main  characters?

The Text:?

1. What buildings did Driftwood have? 

2. How do you know the bank clerk is nervous on page 3?

3. Look on page 4 illustration – How do you know Jellyfish James is a criminal?

4. Describe Billy the Squid.

5. On page 9, the author says “Wherever something fishy was going on, that was where Billy was heading.”  What does this mean and why is it funny?

6. What kind of fish was the bank clerk and why was he upset?

7. What does the haddock mean when he says “I’m afraid the cod had his chips” on page 23?

8. By the end of Chapter 3, how many crimes has Quickclaw committed?  

9. What is the setting for chapter five?

10. In chapter five, what does McClaw get so angry about and why?

11. Why was it hard to see the fight between Billy and Quickclaw?

12. How did Billy prove that McClaw was the pearl thief?

13. How did the fish celebrate McClaw’s capture?

14. Did you enjoy this book? Give reasons for your answer.

15. Write down the title of another book written by this author.
The Smallest Horse in the World

Before you read the book
1. Why does the author say he likes Chicken Kiev? He loves garlic
2. What does the illustrator do in his spare time?? Long walks
3. In what year was the book first published and by whom? 2005 by Barrington Stoke Ltd.
4. Who is the book dedicated to? Bella
5. How many chapters are there in the book? 8
6. Read the blurb on the back cover. What is the name of the horse? Astra
The Text:?

1. What kind of character is Swan?  Use four adjectives from the text. Rude, loud, big and bossy
2. How did Swan make fun of Bella’s name? “Smelly Belly”

3. Page 5.  Where was the horse in the picture? Beach
4. What was the turning point in this chapter?  What happened that changed the rest of the story? She took the painting off the wall.
5. Why was Bella so astonished by the horse? It could talk
6. Name the things that Swan said her dad was going to get her. Pool, slides, fish, dolphins, hippos
7. How had Bella managed to make Swan worried by the end of their argument? She asked her to bring her pony in. 
8. When did Astra last see Rufus, her master? In a Roman battle
9. On page 34, what did Swan say that told everyone she was lying? Black Beauty – she had said her pony was brown with a white star.
10. How can you tell that the other children are impressed by the horse? They all just stared and stared until one said “Oh wow”  

11. How could the children tell that Mr Frost was angry on page 42? His eyebrows twitched
12. Name four of the other animals the children thought they saw? Hedgehog, , rabbit, dog, , tiger
13. Eventually Bella and Swan were sent to Miss Snow, the head teacher.  Why did this turn out to be a good thing? They found the painting of Rufus in there.
14. What did Miss Snow think was “Odd” when she came back into the room? She saw the man had gone.
15. Did you enjoy this book? Give reasons for your answer. OPEN
16. Write down the title of another book written by this author. Don’t go in the cellar.
