



Henry VIII Assembly
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Executioner
Townspeople enter talking as Town crier makes his way through them, ringing bell.

Town crier- Hear ye! Hear ye! I bid ye all welcome to this special assembly from year (?) about the life of our monarch King Henry VIII.
Courtier 1 steps forward through crowd.
Courtier 1- We hope that you will learn, laugh and perhaps even shed a tear when you hear the story of one of the most famous Kings in English history.
Courtier 2 steps forward through crowd.

Courtier 2- Henry VIII was born in 1491. Young Henry enjoyed a life of pleasure; As next part happens, have a child mime the following actions) he enjoyed dancing, poetry, horseback riding and hunting deer and boar.

Courtier 2 steps forward through crowd.
Courtier 3- This is the year of our Lord 1509, in which we see the young Henry Tudor(Henry VII and Henry VIII step forward to take places) at a very sad but also, hark ye, very important moment in his young life. 
Henry VII lays on the floor, dying, surrounded by courtiers, Thomas Wolsey and with young Henry VIII holding his father’s hand.
Henry VII- (Having difficulty to speak) There is one thing that you must promise my son.

Young Henry VIII- Anything my father.

Henry VII- (Coughing) Promise me you will have a son, to continue the bloodline.

Young Henry VIII- Of course father, but don´t I need a wife first?

Henry VII- Oh, yes, I forgot about that bit. In that case you must marry Catharine of Aragon (grabs young Henry) She´s very rich, you know!

Young Henry VIII- Well in that case, of course I will!

Narrators step forward in a diagonal line Stage Right for narration.
Narrator 1- So as it was, at seventeen Henry became King and married Catharine of Aragon, who had been his brother Arthurs wife, before Arthur died. They had a happy marriage, until…

Henry VIII walks in hand in hand with Catharine of Aragon

Henry VIII- There is something I have been meaning to talk to you about.

Catharine of Aragon- Yes, my dear King.

Henry VIII- Do you remember I told you that I wanted a son?

Catharine of Aragon-  Yes, my dear King.

Henry VIII- Well you haven’t given me one, and besides I am in love with another woman, so, I’m afraid you’re going to have to go (Henry VIII pushes Catharine)
Catharine of Aragon- But what about our dear daughter Mary? (Mary walks on)

Henry VIII- (Turns her around and pushes her away) Well you see, she isn’t a boy, and besides I am in love with another woman, so, I’m afraid you’re going to have to go!
Henry storms off leaving Catharine of Aragon and Princess Mary crying and walking off

Narrator 2- With that Henry tried to get a divorce so that he could marry Anne Boleyn, who he had fallen in love with. 

Narrator 3- This would be difficult as the church did not allow divorces. The pope did not give Henry permission, so in reply, he blamed his Lord Chancellor, Thomas Wolsey. 
Thomas Wolsey dragged across the stage to show arrest, followed by executioner.
Narrator 4- Wolsey was arrested to be executed, but he died before the execution took place.

Show executioner shrugging shoulders disappointed

Thomas Cromwell- (Steps forward) my name is Thomas Cromwell, and I helped the King re-marry, by splitting from the Catholic Church and making the country protestant. 
Henry VIII- (Entering centre stage holding the hand of Anne Boleyn) Great, now I can marry my next wife Anne Boleyn!

Anne Boleyn- I promise to give you a son, dearest King!

Henry VIII- (looking to audience) You better!
Anne leaves leaving Henry pacing up and down stage deep in thought.
Courtier 4 walks on holding a baby.
Courtier 4- (frightened)  Look your highness, it’s a ..a..a baby!

Henry VIII- (furious) It’s a girl, that’s what it is, ahhhh!!
Henry walks to the side of the stage followed by courtier 4.
Narrator 1- (steps on) It was a girl, a second daughter, this would be named Elizabeth, but what Henry did not know is that Elizabeth would go on to become possibly the greatest Queen ever!

Henry VIII-I need to get rid of this wife now, let me see, hmmmm, aha! (Clicks his fingers and Executioner walks on) Executioner! Do your work!

Executioner-Gladly, your majesty! (Bows)
Leaves

Narrator 2- And Henry had a son with his next wife Jane Seymour. (Henry  steps forward hand in hand  with Jane Seymour) He named his son Edward. Unfortunately Jane died after giving birth and Edward was a sick child. 
Old Henry VIII- (Holding a painting) I saw a painting of the woman who was to be my next wife and fell in love, she was named Anne of Cleves. Anne enters wearing a mask of a horse) But in 1540 when I saw her in the flesh, let’s just say she really was no oil painting! (Anne leaves in tears)
Narrator 3- (As this  next part is happening there are a line of ladies waiting to receive a handshake from Henry, but as they are about to they recoil in fear or disgust!) So Henrys marriage and divorce to his fourth wife were very quick. By this time ladies must have been a little worried to be Henrys next bride! Then he met Catherine Howard, who was 20 years old, half of Henrys age.

Old Henry VIII- (Watching as Catherine Howard passes arm in arm with another man) However, when I caught her admiring other men…. (Shouting) ’OFF WITH HER HEAD!!!
Executioner comes onstage, pushes Catherine Howard down on her knees and raises his axe as if to chop her head off.
Narrator 4-In 1543 Henry married for the last time; this was his sixth wife, a widow named Catharine Parr. (Henry and Catharine Parr come forward) She reunited Henry with his three children, Mary, Elizabeth and Edward. 

Show beginning scene with this time Henry VIII on his death bed speaking to Edward VII
Old Henry VIII- Promise me you will have a son, to continue the bloodline.

Town crier- Hear ye, Hear ye, are you lot thinking what I am thinking? Very confusing this wives business isn’t it! 

Courtier 5- But not to worry; we used a song to remember what happened to Henrys six wives.

Courtier 6- It’s called ‘Divorced, beheaded and died’.
Whole class sings the song

Courtier 7- Now hark ye!

Courtier 8- Hear ye!
 Courtier 9- Thanks for listening to (class names)  assembly!
