Henry and his 6 wives

The Cast
Old Henry 8th  Henry (1)–  

Young Henry 8th  Henry (2)–  

The Jester – 
Announcers (narrator) – 
Henry 7th – 
Richard 3rd - 
Soldiers – 
Catherine of Aragon - 
Cardinal Wolsey – 
Executioner - 
Anne Boleyn - 
Jane Seymour - 
Anne of Cleeves– 

Catherine Howard - 
Catherine Parr - 
Courtiers – 
Henry and his 6 wives

SETTING
Hampton Court ballroom. Tables, chairs, feast, throne

Children enter to Greensleeves or similar Tudor music
Announcers: Welcome commoners. Join us at Hampton Court palace as we travel back nearly 500 years in time. The year is 1543 and our dear king Henry the eighth is getting married...for the sixth time!
Enter moody Henry 8th followed by a Jester who is trying to cheer him up.
Henry sits on throne and after a pause to survey the scene he waves a hand to indicate the celebration begin. – 
Henry 8 (1):  Let the party begin.
Children sing/dance ‘Now is the Month of May’ or ‘Greensleeves’
Henry claps bored, miserable

Jester:  Why are you so miserable sire? This is a wedding celebration.
Henry 8 (1):  But it’s my 6th (angrily). How do I know this one will last? Look what happened before.

Jester:  Well, you may not have got a very good track record with marriages, but look on the bright side! You’ve done a lot to shape history, you’re a royal celebrity, everyone has heard of you.
Henry 8 (1):  Dad said it would be tough being king with all the responsibilities to look after England. Sometimes I wish he had never beaten Richard 3rd  at the Battle of Bosworth. 
Announcers: Flashback, we go back in time to see what happened.

Harp/cymbals/ signs – someway to indicate a Flashback in time. Enter Henry 7th stage left
Henry 8th (1):  Hey! That’s my dad, Henry 7th
Henry 7th can not hear or see his son – he is in the middle of a battle, screaming he is followed on by his soldiers.
Henry 7th: (shouting, sword raised) Death to Richard of York. Long live the House of Lancaster.

Enter Richard 3rd stage right and a sword battle ensues. 

Richard 3rd: I’m Richard of York, you will never have this crown!
Henry 7th: Oh no you won’t! (shouting, sword raised)
Richard 3rd: Oh yes I will!
Henry 7th: Oh no you won’t! Death to you!

Richard is slain and loses his crown.

Soldiers: Victory for Henry Tudor, let him be king of all England.
Soldiers come forward and crowns Henry 7th
Soldiers: Long live the King!
Henry 7th: The battle is won. I will make England rich and powerful.
Announcers: Indeed Henry 8th’s father Henry 7th was responsible for uniting the kingdom of England. His victory at the Battle of Bosworth ended the War of the Roses and signalled the beginning of the Tudor dynasty. And he was determined to make England strong.
Exit Flashback players. 

Henry 8th (1): Yes, but he died and passed the crown on to me. I didn’t ask to be king!

Jester: But it’s your duty sire. 
Henry 8th (1): But I was only 18, and I had to get married.
Announcers: And as well as becoming king, he married his first wife, Catherine of Aragon. He needed a son.
Henry 8th (1): Dear Catherine, she was lovely. Remind me what happened Jester. (remembering fondly)
Jester: (Facing audience) Now that was a story, and not so dear, and not so nice.
Announcers: Flashback, we go back in time to see what happened.

Harp/cymbals/ signs – someway to indicate a Flashback in time. 

Enter Henry 8th (2)
Henry 8th (2): (Shouting) Catherine! Catherine! 
Henry 8th (1): (Sadly) Look how I was young back then. 
Jester: Yes sire.

Henry 8th (1): (Sadly) How handsome I was.

Jester: (Coughing) Do you remember the problem sire? You needed a son as heir, a man to be king.
Henry 8th (2): (Shouting angrily) Catherine! Catherine! I need a son, not girls, all you give me are girls…Yuck! Yuck! Yuck!...England can not have a queen!
Catherine of Aragon rushes on stage.

Catherine of Aragon: Sire I love you. I’ve done my best, you have a beautiful daughter, Mary.
Henry 8th (2): Your best is not good enough, you haven’t given me the son I require. Besides, I’ve fallen in love with another.

Catherine of Aragon: Who?
Henry 8th (2): Anne Boleyn. I want a divorce.
Everyone: A divorce! 

Catherine is shocked and faints.

Henry 8th (2): Get me Wolsey.

Announcers: (to Henry 8th (1)) Cardinal Wolsey was the head of the Catholic Church in England. Henry wanted him to fix the divorce, so he could marry Anne.
Enter Cardinal Wolsey 

Henry 8th (2): Now listen here Wolsey. I want to divorce Catherine and marry Anne Boleyn, I love her now. And I want a son! (screaming)
Cardinal Wolsey: You can’t sire, The Pope will not give you his permission.

Henry 8th (2): Then I’ll ignore the Pope and the Catholic church and become head of my own church, the Church of England. Everyone gasps
And I’ll give myself a divorce. 

Cardinal Wolsey: You can not go against the Pope sire.

Henry 8th (2): Just you watch!
Announcers: And so Henry married Anne and shortly after she gave birth to another girl, Elizabeth. 
Arm in arm couple walk forward to a cradle. Anne picks up the baby and shows it to Henry.

Henry 8th (2): But it’s a girl! 

Anne: It’s your daughter Elizabeth.

Announcers: And Henry was very disappointed again not to have a male heir for the throne.
Henry 8th (2): I need a son. You’re useless.

Anne: (almost in tears) I love you.

Henry 8th (2): No you see others, you’re a witch.

Henry 8th (1): (with a sigh) I wasn’t happy Jester, and we always argued.
Jester: You thought she was a witch sire, ‘cursed’ you said. 
Henry 8th (2): (Shouting) She wants to kill me, the woman is a witch. I want rid of her. Bring me the Executioner.
Enter Executioner
Executioner: (Menacingly) Can I be of assistance your majesty?
Henry 8th (2): Take her to the Tower of London and cut of her head.

Executioner: (Menacingly) My pleasure your majesty.

Soldiers take Anne and place her head on block. Executioner laughs horribly. Anne cries.

Exit Flashback players. 

Announcers: Anne was executed and soon after Henry had another wife in mind, Jane Seymour.
Henry 8th (1): (Remising to Jester) I loved her lots, my darling love Jane.

Jester: Get off, I’m not Jane!

Announcers: Flashback, we go back in time to see what happened.

Harp/cymbals/ signs – someway to indicate a Flashback in time. 
Enter Jane and Henry 8th(2) arm in arm.

Henry 8th (2): I’m so happy that you’re my third wife. We’ll have lots of sons, and live happily ever after.
Jane: Yes my love.
Announcers: Jane gave Henry a son alright, Edward, but sadly she died soon after. (sadly spoken)Henry was heartbroken.
Everyone crying

Jester: And then you married some more. Do you remember? 

Henry 8th (1): Oh yes, I made some big mistakes. That Anne of Cleeves, yuck!
That was a big, big mistake. I saw a painting of her and thought she would be a suitable match. But in the flesh! She was ugly
Harp/cymbals – someway to indicate a Flashback in time. Enter courtier carrying a painting. 
Courtier 1: This is Anne sire. She will make a fine queen.
Henry 8th (2): Ah yes (looking admiringly at the picture). Where is she from?

Courtier 2: Cleeves sire.

Henry 8th (2): Where is that?

Courtier 3: Germany sire.

Henry 8th (2): Excellent I need to be friends with them, send her to me, we will be married immediately.

Announcers: And so Henry waited expectantly at the altar for his new bride to arrive.

Enter Anne of Cleeves from behind Henry. Everyone gasps as Anne of Cleeves enters.

All turn and stare.

Anne: Hello, I’m Anne of Cleeves,(pointing at the picture) from the picture.

Henry 8th (2): But, but, but…(lost for words) you’re so ugly.
Announcers: Henry thought Anne was very ugly.
All: Yuck, yuck, yuck.

Announcers: And he divorced her soon as possible.
Henry 8th (2): Go back to Germany. (Pointing Anne off stage) 

Henry 8th (1): (To Jester) Disaster! And then it got worse. 

Jester: Well steady on sire, Catherine, (to audience behind hand), Howard, number five, was so young, pretty and popular.

Henry 8th (1): (Nodding to Jester) True…too popular. Everybody liked her.
Harp/cymbals – someway to indicate a Flashback in time
Enter Catherine Howard running across stage being chased by male soldiers and courtiers. All shouting ‘Catherine we love you’ ‘You’re beautiful’

Announcers: Henry was very jealous of Catherine’s popularity and soon called for his trusted helper, useful for such occasions.
Enter Henry and the Executioner 

Henry 8th (2): Executioner, I need your help again.

Executioner: Wife problems again your majesty?

Henry 8th (2): Catherine (dissatisfied)…I was wondering if you could just, do your usual efficient job and chop, chop, choppy (indicates with hand on his neck). That would help me out. Cut off her head!
Executioner: (Menacingly, laughing) My pleasure your majesty.

Catherine Howard dragged on stage and off with the Executioner following.
Announcers: So Henry had married five times, but he hadn’t finished. Here we are today celebrating his sixth marriage, to another Catherine, Catherine Parr. 

Jester: Come on sire, cheer up, time to go.

Henry 8th(1): Now this really is the last time. 

Jester and Henry get up and jester leads him to centre stage to await the entry of Catherine Parr. Enter Catherine to marriage music. Arm in arm they leave the stage.
Announcers: This marriage was to last until Henry died. Let us celebrate.
Finale. Cast dance the Dargason.
