Doctor Who and Rose travel back in time to 

Meet Famous People from the Past
Props:

Bandages, crutches, lamp, apron, broom, white hat, paint for smallpox, needles, mobile phone, magazine, pen, tardis, doc who music, syringe, wine, newspaper, Dr Jenner badge, Nurse Nightingale badge, Dr. Pasteur badge, 2 chairs

Welcome person: This assembly is about diseases and treatment – we hope you enjoy it. Let me introduce you to some of the characters in our play-here is Rose and here is Dr. Who. 
(Rose is sitting down, relaxing with a cup of tea and a magazine on her lap and talking on her mobile phone)

Rose:  Hi Mum… So how’s life back on Planet Earth? (nodding) ummm.  Oh really, she won the X factor?  Yeah, I’m fine thanks Mum.. not much going on today.. all a bit quiet.  I’m just in the middle of doing a crossword puzzle in my magazine.  Okay Mum, I’ll let you get back to Coronation Street.  Bye for now! (looking at the magazine, and chewing on a pen)

Rose:  2 down.  Famous Doctor… in 1757 found a cure for smallpox by doing tests on Cows…. Ummm, not sure about that one….Edward… someone?

(Doctor Who, sat reading the paper, rolling his eyes… and tutting)

Rose:   10 down.  Well known nurse, famous for helping many soldiers during the Crimean War in 1854… … nurse.. ummm, Oh was it…Florence someone I think.?

(Doctor Who, sat reading the paper, rolling his eyes… and tutting)

Rose:  5 across.  Another Famous scientist… He was French and invented pasteurisation in 1862. Oh, I know this one… is it… Pasteurisation???

(Doctor Who, gets up abruptly…)

Dr Who:  ….That’s it, I’ve had enough! Don’t they teach you anything on Planet Earth anymore?  

Come on.. let’s take the tardis to go and meet these famous people! then youll be able to complete your crossword

Rose:  That would be great!  (rushes towards the tardis….. and then runs back to pick up her magazine) almost forgot the crossword!

Dr Who: Right, let’s see if we can reset the tardis… (types using the keyboard) Okay, I think that’s all set.. Right Rose, what date are we travelling to first?  

Rose:  (looks at the crossword) let’s try… 2 down… the year 1757.
Dr Who: 1757 it is!  Hold on tight….

(pushes the gear stick forward.. both get thrown forward..)

Rose:  Doctor!  We’re travelling back in time… not into the future!!!!   (She takes over) (tuts and shakes her head)

lights go down. (Dr. Who Music plays) lights go up

(Rose, opens the tardis door cautiously…)

Rose: Hello?  Anyone there?

(Jenner, huffing and puffing… comes across to survey the tardis)

Jenner: Do you mind! Please move this… (surveys the tardis) machine, from my surgery. I am working here. I am very busy, can you see that all these people have smallpox.

Dr Who:  what is smallpox?

Smallpox person1: smallpox makes people very sick. You get covered in spots filled with pus. Many of my friends have died from smallpox (show small pox on arm)

Smallpox person2: I have had smallpox, I didn’t die but I am covered in scars and it has made me blind, it is such a terrible disease. (walks around with eyes closed)

Smallpox person3: my mum says that if you catch cowpox you will not catch smallpox, is that true Dr. Jenner?

Smallpox person 1: what is cowpox? Is it the same as smallpox?

Smallpox person 2: No, no, no, no no! Cowpox is a disease passed from cows to people. But smallpox is a terrible, terrible, terrible disease it kills many people. 

Jenner: I am doing some very important experiments to see that if you catch cowpox then you will not catch smallpox (examines smallpox person 3)

Jenner: Hello Sarah, I see that you have caught cowpox from a cow

(sarah pretends to milk a cow. Then shows her spotty arm to the audience)(Jenner examines Sarah)

Jenner: What I am going to do is use the cowpox from you and give it to this young boy. 

Narrator 1: Dr. Jenner gave the little boy a small dose of cowpox, then he gave the boy a small dose of smallpox. The little box did not catch small pox. Dr. Jenner had found a cure for smallpox.

Smallpox person 3: Dr. Jenner, you have found a cure for small pox. 

(Rose and Doctor move the tardis, while Jenner carries on treating people.)

Sarah:  Edward Jenner you are brilliant. You have discovered the vaccination that stops people from getting smallpox. 

Narrator 2: This vaccination was given to people all over the world 

Dr: We are sorry to have taken up your valuable time Dr. Jenner (he shakes his hand… …) 

Rose:  (rose looks at her crossword) Now, how do you spell Jenner?  

Smallpox people (all): J,E,N,N,E,R   (Rose scribbles down the answer)
Dr: Come on Rose, you’ve got your answer… where to next?  

Rose: 10 down… Well known nurse, famous for helping many soldiers during the Crimean War in 1854…Florence someone … (rose and Doc go into tardis)

lights go down. (Dr. Who Music plays) lights go up
Dr: Right, I think we’re here now!  (The Doctor steps out first, with Rose edging out behind…)

Rose: (Holding her nose) It’s not very pleasant smelling!  (Coughing)

Dr: What do you expect!  We’re in an army hospital.  (bodies lying on the floor, coughing and choking)

Man 1: arrgghh my arm, I have been shot in the arm.  I am in so much pain. I am glad Florence can look after us. 

Man 2: my  head, my head! it hurts so much. I am so glad we are here in this clean hospital all the other hospitals are really dirty. 

Man 3: my leg, my leg! I’m in so much pain, but I’m so glad I’m here. This is the cleanest hospital I have ever been in.

Man 4: my shoulder, my shoulder, it hurts a lot! Before Florence got here the place was much more dirty and smelly. There were rats running around the wards. I’m so glad Florence is here to look after us

Man 5: my foot, my foot! Nurse Nightingale makes sure the hospital is clean, before she was here there were rats were running around this hospital spreading disease. 

Man 6: my eye, my eye! Before Florence was here many, many men were dying from diseases they caught in this hospital.

Rose:  What are all these men doing here?  How did they get sick and wounded?

Florence Nightingale: (marches in) They have been bravely fighting in the Crimean War against the Russians.  Now please do talk quietly, you are disturbing their rest.  Now which ward have you two nurses been stationed to?  We could do with extra help on ward B.

Rose: Well… I’m not sure that we are…. 

Dr Who: (nudges her)… Certainly Florence Nightingale!

Florence Nightingale: Now you remember the rules don’t you?  

(Rose and Dr nod their heads)

Nurse: These are Florence’s rules: Always wash your hands between patients… Remember to clean the floors and sheets thoroughly!  Florence’s hospital is the cleanest and everything here runs like clockwork!  And because of that, far fewer soldiers have died. Fewer diseases have spread because Florence’s hospital is very, very clean. 

Rose: Wow, that’s fantastic!  (Scribbles down the answer)

(Florence Nightingale and Nurse help the men that are injured)

Narrator 1: Before Florence Nightingale came to the hospital there were thousands of sick and wounded men at the hospital. There were not enough beds for all the men. The place was dirty and smelly. There were rats running around the wards and men were dying from diseases they caught in the hospital. At first, Florence Nightingale was not allowed to help the wounded soldiers but eventually she was allowed to help them. She also made sure that the hospital was cleaner and healthier for the wounded soldiers. The soldiers thought that Florence Nightingale was a great lady.  

Rose: 5 across.  Another Famous scientist… He was French and invented pasteurisation in 1862. 

(They walk into to the tardis…)
lights go down (put chairs and props on stage) (Dr. Who Music plays) lights go up
Pasteur: oh hello, where did you come from? My name is Louis Pasteur welcome. You look tired would you like a drink of wine with my friends and me? (louis gives everyone some wine)

Vintner 1: Yech! This is disgusting. All of our wine is ruined, it is all disgusting. What is the matter with our wine?

Dr Who: this is not nice wine


Narrator 1: About this time the French wine industry was in ruins. The wine was going sour and nobody knew why. The winemakers and sellers lost lots of money - and they were frightened of losing their jobs. They turned to Louis for his help. 


Vintner 2: Don't worry! Louis Pasteur is an excellent scientist is on the case, he can make our wine taste nice again! 

Narrator 2: After many nights of experiments, Louis found that the yeast that was used to make wine was making people ill, and he discovered a way of making the wine safe to drink. 

(louis conducts experiments)

Louis: You have to heat up the wine, and that will kill the harmful yeast. 

Narrator 1: The process of heating liquids to make them safe from germs became widespread. It was called pasteurization - after Louis Pasteur. It was the most important development that came from this was the pasteurization of milk. Young children would be able to drink pasteurised milk, which was free from germs, and this would keep them much healthier. 

Rose: Honoured to meet you sir!  Well thanks very much Doctor!  I now have all of the answers… 

Dr: come on lets go home, its time to return (rose and dr. go into the tardis and press some buttons). 

lights go down (Dr. Who Music plays) lights go up
(Dr and Rose step out…)  

Daleks: EXTERMINATE!  EXTERMINATE!  (all children who aren’t acting)

Dr: Oops.. wrong dimension! lets get out of here

(fiddles with the keyboard again, doctor and rose then step out of the tardis!)
(they walk back to the tardis together, theme tune plays)

Welcome person: Thank you for watching our assembly about diseases and treatment. You have been an excellent audience

please close your eyes… (prayer)
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