Henry V111 –This is Your Life!
Props : red book, screen, costumes, tennis rackets

Cast:

Michael and Michaela Aspel

Henry V11

Elizabeth – wife of Henry V11

Henry V111

Catherine of Aragon

Anne Boleyn

Jane Seymour

Katherine Howard

Anne of Cleves

Katherine Parr

tennis players
hunters

jousters

Mary

Edward

Elizabeth

Tudor dancers

(Michael and Michaela are on stage, with red book and chair and screen)

Michael Aspel: Good morning boys and girls and welcome to This is Your Life.  I’m Michael Aspel and this is Michaela Aspel. Today we have a very special guest for you.  We are going back in time and are going to surprise Henry V111 and find out all about his life.  So without further ado lets go and find the great king…

Michaela:  I wonder what he will be doing.

(Henry V111 and tennis player playing tennis front of stage.)

Michael Aspel: Henry V111 may we interrupt for a second… (grandly) This is your life!

(Henry V111 is surprised and follows Michael on to the stage and on to the special stage) 

Michael: I’m sure you know how this works your majesty we have lots of special visitors who have come to say hello. So lets see if you recognise your first visitors.

(Henry V11 and Elizabeth walk on stage and stand behind screen)
Elizabeth: Hello darling… you were our third child, born in London in 1491. Of our 6 children you were the one to become the most famous, best – remembered and most powerful king in England.  We were so proud of you when you became king in 1509.

Henry V111: My parents!  (Parents walk around the screen and greet Henry -hugs)

Michaela: And our next visitors… now before they come, I know you did not part on good times but please remember that there are children present so we will have no unpleasantness.

Catherine of Aragon: (Behind screen – haughtily) Hello Henry, I was your first wife.  I was married to your younger brother Arthur for a short time before he died.  

Henry V111: Hello Katherine. (Catherine and Mary walk around screen) Yes it was a good marriage for a time wasn’t it.  You being a Spanish princess gave me and England good links with Spain.  

Catherine: Yes good enough for 14 years until you divorced me!

Mary: Yes and all because mother only had me – a daughter and no son to keep the throne in the Tudor family!

Michaela: Yes, well time for our next visitor.  These people I know you will be glad to see as you spent a lot of time enjoying yourself with them when you were a young king.  There are your fellow tennis players. (Tennis players walk on, Henry greets them happily) The people you went hunting with. (Hunters come around, again Henry is pleased to see them) And also your fellow jousters – or some who survived anyway! (Jousters walk on are perhaps a little scared to see Henry!)
Michael: After you divorced Katherine you married our next visitor.

Henry: Anne Boleyn!

(Anne and her daughter Elizabeth walk on)

Anne: Yes its me Henry although I wasn’t married to you long (only 3 years) before you had my head cut off!!

Henry: And my daughter Elizabeth!

Michaela: Yes, well moving on.  After Anne Boleyn didn’t have a son and you had her executed, you married wife number 3 because you were so desperate to have a son to carry on the Tudor name.

Henry: Jane Seymour! (Jane walks on and Henry is very pleased to see her – hugs) My darling – you were the one I loved the most!  I was so grateful that you gave birth to our son Edward who later became king for a while.  But I was so devastated when you died straight after giving birth!

Michael: Yes at last one of your wives had given you a son, someone to keep the Tudor throne.  (Edward walks on)

Michaela: But he was not a well child and so you thought you should marry again and try to have some more sons. So you were advised to marry Anne of Cleves from Germany.

Henry: Yes but then when I met her she didn’t look anything like her portrait.  In fact I thought she looked like a horse and so I didn’t want to stay married to her.

(Enter Anne of Cleves)

Michaela: yes, well you weren’t really a very nice man were you.  For example wife number 5 didn’t last long either did she?

(Henry looks sheepish)

Katherine Howard: Yes you had my head cut off as well didn’t you!

Michael: And after all these wives you were quite old.  Catherine Parr, your final wife, number 6 looked after you in your old age when you were really fat and unhealthy.

Catherine Parr:  Yes, I looked after you until you died in 1547.  I also looked after your 3 children, Mary, Elizabeth and Edward even after you died.

Henry; you were a good woman Catherine

(Children are pleased to see her)

Michaela: Yes but were you a good man Henry?  6 wives that you weren’t always very nice to… How do we remember what happened to your wives?

Everyone: Divorced, Beheaded, died, divorced, beheaded, survived.

Michael: yes 6 wives and you were a very powerful king, certainly one of the most famous in the history of our country. Thank goodness the people in control of our country now are not like you!!
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Hymn

