Name:_________________________
The Miners’ Strike

–  in their own words.
T: to use first hand accounts as historical evidence.


They used to creep into work, because, if you went the other way, they’d probably get bashed in or something.  The neighbours didn’t speak to us.  It was awful.











When we were on strike it was like the olden days when everyone knew their neighbour, they used to help each other; you know, give you a cabbage or a cauliflower.











As times got harder, there was a gradual drift back. You got mothers and wives saying, ”why aren’t you going to work?”  Then, round Christmas, most miners realised we’d lost it,











A lot of women thought their life was in the home, but the strike... it got them out, a lot of them were surprised at the amount of things they could do.


				 








In my opinion, we did what we had to do because we were the only people available to do that job.  The only other people equipped to do so would be the armed forces.


				 








I must tell you that what we have got is an attempt to substitute the rule of the mob for the rule of law, and it must not succeed.			 








The policies of this government are clear - to destroy the coal industry and the NUM











