Medium Term Plan

	Year: 6                                                                     Term: Autumn (2nd half)                                                    Subject: ICT      

Unit: 6D ~ Using the Internet to search large databases and to interpret information


	Week
	Learning Objective
	Key Questions
	Activities including resources used and Teaching & Learning Style
	Learning Outcome 



	1


	· That it is important to interpret information and to understand it

· To use a search engine to find information

· To understand the importance of choosing key words to find information

· To search the internet using ‘and’
	How can we locate specific information on the Internet?

What search engine could we use?

How many hits were obtained from this search?

What effect does adding additional key words have on our search?

Does this page contain information relevant to us?
	Literacy Link – Locating appropriate information to answer questions

Main

Discuss safety when using the Internet (see Internet safety policy for details)
Discuss where the children would look if they needed information on a specific topic – books, internet, CD-Rom, magazines etc. Relate this to how we find information on the Internet – using a search engine – do they know any? List ideas.

Demonstrate how to search the Internet for specific information, encourage use of the word ‘and’ to refine a search (relate to current work). Explain that for some topics there are thousands of pages, so it is important to search accurately and then skim read the text to check if it contains the appropriate information. 

Activities

Children to search the internet using appropriate key words and ‘and’ to find answers to a variety of quiz questions to research the 1970’s (link to current topic work – complete during Curriculum ICT)

Plenary

Discuss the answers to some of the quiz questions. How did they locate the answers? What key words were used?


	Children have searched the Internet to find specific information to answer a question

	2
	· That it is important to interpret information and to understand it

· To use complex searches to locate information
· To understand the importance of choosing key words to find information

· That information can be skimmed, sifted, selected and checked for bias

· To work with others to interpret information

· To work with others to compare the most suitable sources and methods of searching

	How can we search for specific information?

What key words shall we use?

What makes a good website?


	Literacy Link – Locating appropriate information to answer questions

Science Link - Space

Introduction

Recap upon work from last week. Explain that this week they are going to be given some specific criteria which they will use to locate a website. This time they will be looking for different media (images, video clips, sound clips) as well as text.

Read a scenario:

I am going to be performing ‘Space Odyssey’ by David Bowie in my next concert but can’t remember all of the words. I know it starts with

“Ground Control to Major Tom” 

but don’t know how it continues.

Can you help me to find a website?

Discuss how we could find this information and what key words we would use. Introduce children to the use of + and – to refine their search. Can we find a video clip of the song?

Complete the search together and find an appropriate website and list the URL. Add the web page to favourites so it can be accessed again

Activities

Each pair to be given a selection of scenario cards about Space. Children to choose a card and locate the best website for the scenario. They need to record the URL of the website and write a brief summary

Plenary

Focus on one of the cards – which website did the children recommend? Do we all agree? Does it matter?

What makes a good website?


	Children have used the Internet to find specific information that fits a given scenario

They have written a brief summary of the websites they have chosen.

	3
	· That it is important to interpret information and to understand it

· To use complex searches to locate information
· To work with others to interpret and share information

· To type in a URL to locate a web page

· To use word processing or DTP to organise and present information suitable to an audience
· To save and use pictures and text and import into a document for a presentation

	What is a URL? 

What do the abbreviations stand for?

Why is it useful to copy the URL of a website?

How could we share good websites with others?
	Main

Display another scenario about Space:

I am going on holiday to Florida next year and would like to go and visit the Kennedy Space Centre. I would like to look at their website before we go so I can check opening times and what’s on.

Can you help me find their website?

Children who completed this card to refer to their notes and suggest a website. Discuss the term URL (Uniform Resource Locator) and explain how all information stored on the internet has a specific address that can be typed in and used to locate a page quickly (i.e. without a search).

Discuss the terminology used in URL and what the common abbreviations mean.

Type their suggested website – reinforce importance of copying exactly (if there are any copying/typing errors it won’t work)

Explain that today we are going to write a reply to the scenario and e-mail a response.

Demonstrate how to copy a weblink into Microsoft Word. Type a reply (copy any pictures and information that may be especially helpful) and send as an email attachment.

Activities

Children to choose one of the Scenario cards from last week and write a detailed reply including suggested weblinks. E-mail the response (to the teacher)

Plenary

Teacher to open a selection of the e-mailed responses on the Smartboard. Evaluate the responses.

Discuss the usefulness of this in everyday life.


	Children have used the Internet to find specific information that fits a given scenario

They have copied appropriate web links and shared them with others (via e-mail)

	4
	· That information can be skimmed, sifted, selected and checked for bias

· To use hyperlinks to trail an idea

· To work with others to interpret information

· To look at information from different viewpoints and validate resources


	How can we find the information we are looking for?

What is bias? Are Internet sites biased? What is the impact of this? 

How can we check if the information is accurate?

Are certain websites more reputable than others?
	Main

Show children a news item taken from a childrens news site read and extract the main points. 

Discuss the viewpoints of different groups or personalities that are being reported in the text. Discuss bias and how the Internet is such a wide ungoverned forum that there is even greater potential for a whole range of people to air their views. Discuss the impact of this upon research. Display holocaust website and discuss (information not true – displays as a holiday camp)

Explain that web sites can contain hyperlinks, which allow quick and easy access to other relevant material and sites. Demonstrate this using the news site. Remind the children how to save useful websites to favourites (this has been done in previous years)

Activities

Children to explore News site (and any other appropriate examples) and scan through to find out current news (this can be local or national). Note down the main points in planning book to present as a short news bulletin at the end of the lesson.

Plenary

Children to share the information they found from the news site as a short ‘Newsflash’


	Children have used ICT to search for current in preparation for writing a newspaper

	5 
	· To save and use pictures and text and import into a document for a presentation

· To use word processing or DTP to organise and present information suitable to an audience
· To use complex searches to locate information
· To work with others to interpret information
· To look at information from different viewpoints and validate resources

	How can we locate specific information on the Internet?

How do we know that the information we are looking at is true and accurate?

Where can we find out about current events?
	Literacy Link – Report Writing

Main

Discuss the task for the next two lessons – to use the Internet to search for current information (of public interest) and present as a short newspaper article. They can decide upon the type of information researched e.g. sports report / local news / national news and who the audience is.

Remind the children to refine their search to get suitable information and discuss which sites may be appropriate as a starting point. 

Activities

Children begin their research, skimming and scanning various websites to locate appropriate information for their newspaper article (make notes in planning books). A record of URLs should be kept so the source can be acknowledged on the publication to confirm the copyright.

Plenary

Discuss some of the ideas of the children – what are they choosing to report about?


	Children have used ICT to search for current in preparation for writing a newspaper

	6
	· To save and use pictures and text and import into a document for a presentation

· To use word processing or DTP to organise and present information suitable to an audience
· To use complex searches to locate information
· To work with others to interpret information
· To look at information from different viewpoints and validate resources

	How are newspaper articles organised? 

What language features do they include?
	Literacy Link – Report Writing

Main

Remind the children of the task started last week: To create a short newspaper article to document current information.

Show an example of a newspaper article and briefly discuss the structure/language features.

Load Microsoft Word and demonstrate how to organise the page into columns (Format ( Columns). Remind the children how to:

· Use Word Art

· Insert Text boxes

· Copy and paste a picture/photograph from the Internet

· Use Spell Checker

· And other features as appropriate

Activities

Children to use the notes they made last week to create a short newspaper article (using Microsoft Word) to document current information.

Plenary

Present to the class, discussing any issues of validity in the researched information and bias in the viewpoint presented.

Examples of work to be stored in the ICT Portfolio


	Children have used ICT to create a newspaper article about a current event.








