Control procedures using K’nex.
The blue box is called an interface. It allows the computer to ‘talk’ to your models. When you have written a ‘procedure’ (a set of commands for your model) you can ‘download’ it to the interface box and work independently of the computer.  The left screen shows you the commands currently available. The right screen is where you will write and edit your procedure. Don’t forget to ‘talk to’ the right port before you begin.

Can you work out how to make your model:

· Turn on

· Turn off

· Speed up
· Slow down

· Change direction

Can you write a procedure that will turn your model on, include a change of speed/direction and turn off again? A complex model like Robo-Butler or the super mixer needs lots of these procedures working together to carry out its jobs. When a simple series of commands (sub-procedures) are combined like this it is called a super-procedure.

Make sure that you know what the words in red mean. If you don’t, please ask!
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