O Jack, He is a Sailor Bold

Arranged for Descant Recorder Group with Piano Accompaniment

Trevor Davies

This cheerful sea shanty is arranged for a three part recorder group.

The melody (third stave) is accompanied by a simple part for beginners (top stave) and a catchy little counter melody (middle stave) for the more experienced players.

As all the parts are printed on one system, performers can follow the whole score and see how each part fits in.

They can also try out different lines.

Even if there are no ‘beginners’ including the easy part enriches the texture.

You don’t need to use all the parts, but assuming that you can, it is effective to build the texture something like this:

1. Melody

2. Melody with easy part

3. solo, duet or trio (or reduced group, say two on each part)

4. Full group

The audio file plays the song through three times with a features accordion solo on the third time, which can be combined with (3) above.

If you are using a piano accompanist, you can be more flexible.

Apparently, the association of accordions with sea shanties is all down to Captain Pugwash. According to the BBC programme “Timeline” accordions were far too expensive for sailors to own as well as being too delicate for life on ship.

Still, I had fun creating this track! Hope you enjoy this piece.
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